382       Power of Speech in the Confessors

out a failure of power in the cause which brought it
about.1'6 Whatever be the truth of this position, it
cannot be applied to the miracle under review.

232. The number on which it was ..wrought is
another most important circumstance, distinguishing
this history from others of a miraculous character,
It both increasies opportunities for testimony, and it
prevents the interposition of what is commonly called
chance, which could not operate upon many persons
at once in one and the same way. This is the proper
answer to Middleton's objection, that cases are on
record of speech without a tongue, when no special
intervention of Providence could be supposed. Not
to say that a person born without a tongue, as in the
instance to which he refers, may more easily be sup-
posed to have, found a compensation for her defect
by a natural provision or guidance, than men who
had ever spoken by the ordinary organ till they came
suddenly to lose it. " If we should allow after all/*
says he, " that the tongues of these Confessors were
cut away to the very roots, what will the learned
Doctor [Berriman] say if this boasted miracle, .which
he so strenuously defends, should be found at last
to be no miracle at all ? The tongue, indeed, has
generally been considered as absolutely necessary to
the use of speech; so that to hear men talk without it
might easily pass for a miracle in that credulous
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